
 

 

 

Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Primary School 

Half –term planning 2021/2022 

Nursery:  Autumn 2 

 

 Week 1 
 

Autumn 
 

Week 2 
 

Autumn 
Core Story 

Week 3 
 

Core Story 

Week 4 
 

Core Story 

Week 5 
 

Core Story 

Week 6 
 

Christmas 
Nativity 

Week 7 
 

Christmas 
Nativity 

Topic Autumn, Core Stories and Christmas 

Curriculum Skills 
& COL superhero 

 
  

Creative Thinking, problem 
solving & decision 

making 
 

 
Working with 

others 

 
Self-Management  

 
Managing 

Information 

 
Working with 

others 
 

 

 
Self 

Management 



 

 

             RE Daily prayers and 

blessing of the day 

 
Key Vocabulary: 
Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit, Amen, 
prayer, hands, 
prayer words, God, 
Jesus 

 

Daily prayers and 

blessing of the day 

 

Remembrance Day 

Key Vocabulary: 
remembrances day, 
world war 1, 
soldiers/armed 
forces, poppies, 2 
minute silence, 
parade, 11th 
November, 11th hour 

 

Diwali  

Key Vocabulary: 
festival of light light, 

fireworks, colour, 
dark, good, evil 

 

Daily prayers and 

blessing of the day 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit, Amen, 
prayer, hands, 
prayer words, God, 
Jesus 

 

Daily prayers and 

blessing of the day 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit, Amen, 
prayer, hands, 
prayer words, God, 
Jesus 

 

Daily prayers and 

blessing of the day 

 

St Andrews’s Day 

 

Key Vocabulary 
St Andrew, priest, 

30th November, 
Scotland, feast day, 

on of Jesus’s 
disciples 

Daily prayers and 

blessing of the day 

 

Nativity story 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Christmas, Jesus, 
God’ son, Son of 

God, Mary, 
Joseph, 

Bethlehem, Kings, 
shepherd, gifts, 

gold, 
frankincense, 

myrrh. 

Daily prayers and 

blessing of the 

day 

 

Nativity story 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Christmas, Jesus, 
God’ son, Son of 

God, Mary, 
Joseph, 

Bethlehem, Kings, 
shepherd, gifts, 

gold, 
frankincense, 

myrrh. 

 
Literacy 

Core Story 
 
 

         
 
 
 

 
Phonics 

Autumn non – 
fiction books 

 
 
 
Sharing half term 
new  
 

 
 
Introduce Phase one 

phonics daily 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Environmental 
sounds 

 
 
 
 

Environmental 
sounds 

 
 
 

Environmental 
sounds 

Nativity story 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental 
sounds 

Nativity story 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental 
sounds 



 

 

 
 
 

Autumn news and 
stories  

 
Environmental 

sounds 
Instrumental sounds 

Body percussion 
Voice sounds 

Rhythm 

Instrumental 
sounds 

Body percussion 
Voice sounds 

Rhythm 
 
 

Instrumental 
sounds 

Body percussion 
Voice sounds 

Rhythm 
 
 

Instrumental 
sounds 

Body percussion 
Voice sounds 

Rhythm 
 
 

Instrumental 
sounds 

Body percussion 
Voice sounds 

Rhythm 
 

Phonics 
Assessment 

 

Instrumental 
sounds 

Body percussion 
Voice sounds 

Rhythm 
 
 

 
Mathematics 

 
 

Number & 
Counting- 

Numbers songs 
Recognising & 

ordering numbers 
 0-10 (and above) 

Number stick 
Key Vocab: 
number names, 
song names, 
counting, next, 
after, all together, 
less, now. 

 
 

Number & Counting- 
Numbers songs 
Recognising & 

ordering numbers 
 0-10 (and above) 

Number stick 
 

Key Vocab: number 
names, song names, 
counting, next, after, 
all together, less, 
now. 

 

SSM: Size 
Introduce the 

concept of size 
Play games with 
different size 
objects 
 
Key vocab: big, 
small, smaller, 
bigger, biggest, 
smallest  

Number & 
Counting- 

Numbers songs 
Recognising & 

ordering numbers 
 0-10 (and above) 

Number stick  
Introduce missing 
numbers from 10 
Key Vocab: 
number names, 
song names, 
counting, next, 
after, all together, 
less, now. 
 

SSM: Revisit 
Pattern using the 

pattern of the Tiger 
from the story. 

Patterns – different 
ways, colours, 

shapes, animals, 
environment  

Key Vocab: 
pattern, repeat, 
repetition, colour 
names, shape 
names, in order, 
repeated, again 
and again  

 
 

N: Introduce 
Numicon and the 
value each one 
represents with 

the colour. 
 

Key Vocab: 
numicon, number 
names, value, 
counting, holes, 
colour names, 

 
 

SSM: Shape 2D 
Sing the shape 
songs and play 

games using the 
feely bag 

exploring square, 
circle, rectangle 
and a triangle.  

Key Vocab: shape 
names, shape 
song words, 
sides, corner, 
vertices, long, 
short, straight, 
curves, round, 
pointy, diagonal. 

 

 
Understanding 

The 
World 

Talking about the 
Autumn season 

 
Autumn 

collections from 
home 

 

Exploring the 
animals from the 

‘Brown Bear’ story 
 

Key Vocab: animal 
names, colour 

names, where they 

Exploring owls in 
the wild/ 

Woodland habitats  
 

Key Vocab: home, 
house, trees, 
words, forest, live, 

Exploring bears in 
the wild and caves 

 
Key Vocab:  bears, 
wild, cave, home, 
stone, rock, water, 

Exploring patterns 
in the environment 

 
 

St Andrew’s day 
 

Exploring the 
meaning of 

Christmas and 
how we celebrate 

it.  
 

Exploring the 
meaning of 

Christmas and 
how we celebrate 

it.  
 



 

 

Key Vocab:  
 

Fireworks Night 
 

Key Vocab:  
fireworks, bang, 
colours, sparkle, 
loud, dark, night-
time, explosions  

 
 

live, noises they 
make,  

 
  Remembrance Day 

 
Diwali 

 
Key Vocab: see 

above 

ground, animal 
names 

 
Small world: 

retelling the owl 
babies’ story 

 
Introduce Mini 

Me’s 
 

lives, outside, 
leaves, ground 

 
Small world: 

retelling the bear 
hunt story using 
their own Mini 

Me’s 
 

Key Vocab:  see 
above 

 
Introduce the start 

of Nativity 
 

Key Vocab: see 
above  

 

Key Vocab:  
Christmas, 
presents, gift, 
celebrations, 
decorations, 
cards, lights, tree, 
father Christmas, 
Jesus birthday, 
December, 

 

Key Vocab:  
Christmas, 
presents, gift, 
celebrations, 
decorations, 
cards, lights, tree, 
father Christmas, 
Jesus birthday, 
December, 
 

 
Expressive 

Arts 
& 

Design 
 

Role play:  
Home corner  

 
Making fireworks 

pictures 
 

Collage autumn 
pictures 

Role play:  
Home corner 

 
Making poppies 
different ways- 

collage/drawing/ 
painting  

 
Making Rangoli 

patterns  
 

Small world: 
retelling core story 

with props 
 
 

Role play:  
Home corner  

 
Making their own 

Owl babies’ 
collages  

 
Small world: 

retelling the owl 
babies’ story 

 
Nativity songs 

Practise 

Role play:  
Home corner  

 
Exploring making 

their own 
caves/dens 

 
Making bear 

pictures 
 

Nativity songs 
Practise 

Role play:  
Home corner  

 
Making their own 
patterned tigers 

 
Making the 
Scottish flag   

 
Creating our own 
Advent calendar 

 
Nativity songs 

Role play:  
Santa workshop- 

Wrapping 
presents 

 
Collage of 

Christmas list 
Making Christmas 

cards 
 

Small world: 
retelling the 

Nativity story 

Role play:  
Santa workshop 

 
Making Christmas 

party hats 
 

Small world: 
retelling the 

Nativity story 

PSED 
& 

PSHCE 
 

Celebrating 
Difference: 
What I’m good at 
 
Interest Me: Sing 
the Jigsaw Song: 

Celebrating 
Difference: 
I’m special, I’m me! 
 
Interest Me: Read 
one of the suggested 

Celebrating 
Difference: 
Families 
 
Interest Me: Sing 
the Jigsaw song: 

Celebrating 
Difference: Houses 
and homes 
 
Interest Me: Show 
children the two 

Celebrating 
Difference: Making 
friends 
 
Interest Me: Sing 
the Jigsaw Song: 

Celebrating 
Difference: 
Standing up for 
yourself 
Interest Me: This 
activity can be 

Celebrating 
Difference: 
Recap on the 
topic and what 
we now know. 

 



 

 

‘Learning 
together’. Ask the 
children to think 
of something that 
they are good at 
doing within the 
classroom. This 
can be a toy, a 
favourite book, 
favourite colour, 
special teddy, etc. 
Get the children 
to go and get the 
thing they love 
and bring it back 
to the carpet.  
 
Help Me Learn: 
Go around the 
circle, using Jigsaw 
Jenie as a talking 
object, and ask 
the children to say 
out loud what 
they have chosen 
and why they are 
good at it. Talk 
about how the 
children might 
feel proud about 
being good at 
something.  
 

stories or something 
similar with the 
theme of being 
different but 
comfortable within 
ourselves.  
 
Help Me Learn: Look 
around the room 
and ask, are we all 
the same? What 
makes us different 
also makes us 
unique. Pass Jigsaw 
Jenie round the 
circle and encourage 
the children to say 
something that they 
are good at. Pass 
Jigsaw Jenie back 
around and 
encourage children 
to say what their 
favourite food 
is/toy/story, etc. 
Talk about how it is 
OK to like different 
things and this is 
what makes us so 
special and unique.  
 
Questions: Are we 
all the same? What 

‘The Colours of 
Friendship’. This 
can be done in 
small groups or as 
a whole class. Put 
some photos in the 
middle of the circle 
ranging from 
people on their 
own to different 
families, include 
people of all ages, 
ethnicities and 
from around the 
world. Ask the 
children to say 
something they like 
about the photos.  
 
Help Me Learn: 
Ask the children to 
look at the photos 
and see if they can 
find something 
that is similar to 
them of someone 
in their family. Try 
to encourage them 
to say why. Now 
look at the photos. 
How are they 
different to you or 
your family? Again 

teddies and explain 
that we need to 
build them a home. 
With friends, talk 
about what we 
might need or 
include in their 
house.  
 
Help Me Learn: 
Ask the children: 
are all houses the 
same? Show 
children different 
types of houses, 
e.g. flat, bungalows 
and also examples 
of houses from 
around the world. 
Ask children to talk 
to their friends 
about their house, 
what colour is their 
bedroom, etc. Ask 
children to 
feedback about 
their friends’ house 
to the class.  
 
Questions: Are all 
houses the same? 
What makes our 
houses special?  

‘The Colours of 
Friendship’. Read 
one of the 
suggested stories 
or one that links to 
the theme of 
making friends.  
 
Help Me Learn: 
What did the 
characters in the 
story do to make 
new friends? Get 
children to talk to 
friends/key 
workers and share 
ideas back with the 
group.  
 
Questions: What 
did the characters 
in the story do to 
make new friends? 
How can we make 
new friends at 
Nursery/pre-
school? What 
things can we say 
to make us a nice 
friend? 
 
 Let’s Think: How 
can we make new 

done using 
puppets/teddies 
or 2 grown-ups in 
the room. Get the 
children into a 
circle. Using the 
teddies set it up 
so it looks like 
they are playing; 
then get one of 
them to start 
saying unkind 
things to the 
other, e.g. I don’t 
like your jumper, 
it’s horrible; 
you’re not doing 
it right; it’s not 
yours, it’s mine. If 
using grown-ups, 
replicate the 
scenario as 
described above 
with the puppets.  
 
Help Me Learn: 
Ask the children 
to show how they 
think the puppets 
are feeling with 
those unkind 
words using their 
faces. Ask the 

Recap on what 
we have learnt 
this half term. 

 



 

 

Questions: What 
are you good at? 
Have we all 
chosen the same 
thing? Is it OK to 
be good at 
different things? 
What would 
happen if we were 
all good at the 
same thing? 
 
 Let’s Think: Ask 
the children to 
look around the 
circle: have we all 
chosen the same 
thing? Ask the 
children some 
questions to 
encourage 
discussion such as, 
is it OK to be good 
at different 
things? What 
would happen if 
we were all good 
at the same thing? 

makes you unique 
and special?  
 
Let’s Think: Model 
creating an ‘I’m 
Special’ poster. 
Children to cut out 
and stick pictures of 
things they like on to 
paper, e.g. favourite 
food, best toy, what 
they are good at, 
etc. Children can 
draw and label if 
desired.  
 
 

try to encourage 
the children to say 
why. 
 
Questions: Do they 
look like someone 
you know? How? 
Are they different? 
How are they 
different?  
 
Let’s Think: Read 
one or both of the 
suggested stories 
or one with a 
similar theme of 
how we are 
different to each 
other.  
 

 
Let’s Think: What 
did you learn? Is 
your house the 
same as your 
friends? Why not? 
Reinforce how our 
homes are special 
to us and that we 
should respect 
other people’s 
homes and 
possessions.  
 

 

friends at 
Nursery/pre-
school? What 
things can we say 
to make us a nice 
friend?  
 

 

children about 
their facial 
expressions. 
Would they like it 
if their friend said 
unkind words to 
them? What nice 
things could we 
say to our 
friends? Get the 
puppets/grown-
ups to say some 
of the nice things 
that they children 
have said. How 
do the 
puppets/grown-
ups feel now? 
Children show 
using their own 
facial 
expressions.  
 
Questions: How 
does it make you 
feel? What nice 
things can we say 
to our friends?  
 
Let’s Think: If we 
don’t like what 
someone does or 
says to us, what 



 

 

can we do to fix 
it? Teach the 
children to say, 
‘Please don’t do 
that, I don’t like 
it’ when someone 
does or says 
something to 
them that they 
don’t like. Explain 
to the children if 
they hear those 
words they have 
to stop. 
 

Trips / special 
days 

 
 

 Local park – Signs of 
Autumn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Nativity to the 
parents? 

Nativity to the 
parents? 
 
Special Day: 
Christmas stay 
and play in school 

 

 

 


